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TARGET 

Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people 
whose income is less than $1 a day

In 1990, more than 1.2 billion people – 28 per cent of the developing world’s 
population – lived in extreme poverty. By 2002, the proportion decreased to 
19 per cent. During that period, rates of extreme poverty fell rapidly in much 
of Asia, where the number of people living on less than $1 a day dropped 
by nearly a quarter of a billion people. Progress was not so rapid in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, which now has a larger share of people living 
in poverty than South-Eastern Asia and Oceania. Poverty rates in Western 
Asia and Northern Africa remained almost unchanged between 1990 and 
2002 and increased in the transition economies of South-Eastern Europe 
and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). These two regions 
had previously nearly eradicated the worst forms of poverty, and recent sur-
vey data suggest that their poverty rates are again dropping. In sub-Saharan 
Africa, although the poverty rate declined marginally, the number of people 
living in extreme poverty increased by 140 million.  Many sub-Saharan 
countries are now showing potential for long-term growth that could bring 
up standards of living.

Asia leads the decline in global poverty

Proportion of people living on less than $1 a day, 1990 and 2002 
(Percentage)
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Chronic hunger – measured by the proportion of 
people lacking the food needed to meet their daily 
needs – has declined in the developing world. But 
progress overall is not fast enough to reduce the 
number of people going hungry, which increased 
between 1995-1997 and 2001-2003. An estimated 
824 million people in the developing world were 
affected by chronic hunger in 2003.

The worst-affected regions – sub-Saharan Africa and 
Southern Asia – have made progress in recent years. 
But their advances have not kept pace with those 
of the early 1990s, and the number of people going 
hungry is increasing.  Of particular concern is Eastern 
Asia: in the early 1990s, the number of hungry 
people declined; but again it is on the rise. 
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TARGET

Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who 
suffer from hunger

More people go hungry, even though worst-hit regions 
show improvement and rates of hunger decline

Proportion of people living with insufficient food 
1990-1992, 1995-1997 and 2001-2003 (Percentage)

* Data refer to 1993-1995 and 2001-2003




